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principally in the form of gratitude towards the protecting
deities.

A few more words must be said about the r&le of
curiosity as a force in the life of societies. For although
it has no doubt played, largely under the forms of wonder
and admiration, a leading part in the evolution of religion,
and in so far has been one of the conservative forces of
society, it has played also a no less important part of a
very different tendency. The instinct of curiosity is at the
base of many of man's most splendid achievements, for
rooted in it are his speculative and scientific tendencies.
It has been justly maintained by J. S. Mill, by T. H.
Buckle, and others, that the free and effective operation
of these tendencies in any society is not only the gauge
of that society's position in the scale of civilisation, but
also the principal condition of the progress of a people
in all that constitutes civilisation. No attempt can be
made here to support this view. But it may be pointed
out that its truth is brought home to the mind by cursorily
reviewing the periods of the greatest achievements of
speculative reason. Such a review will show that these
periods coincide approximately with the periods of the
most rapid progress of social evolution ; each such period
of the life of a people being commonly followed by one of
social stagnation, during which the leading minds remain
content to brood over the wisdom of the ancient sages,
Confucius, Aristotle, or Galen, regarding their achieve-
ments as unapproachable, authoritative, and supreme.

It is the insatiable curiosity of the modern European
and American mind that, more than anything else, dis-
tinguishes it from all others and is the source of the
immensely increased power over nature and over man
that we now possess. Contrast our sceptical, insatiable,
North-Pole-hunting disposition with that of most Eastern
peoples.1

1 This contrast cannot be better illustrated than by quoting a part
of a letter from a Turkish official to an English seeker after statistical
information : " The thing you ask of me is both difficult and useless.
Although I have passed all my days in this place, I have neither counted
the houses nor inquired into the number of the inhabitants ; and as to